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FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF NIAGARA
FALLS l',,TEW YORK
' 1920
Est.
CONSTITUTION AND BX-LAVIS
.

CONSTITUTION
Article I - Name
..

The name of this church shall be FIR3T UNIT.ARL'\.N CHURCH OF
NIAGARA FALLS, NEW" YORK.
.

Article II - Object
The object of
of Christian worship in
people high ideals of a
the love · of God and· ·the

...· . '' .... .-.

.:

this chur ch .shall be to maintain regular services
this community and to upbuild in the h earts of its
raJ~ona.J., i-;":i1>rogr e ssive and exha l ting r :~:ligion in
service ~f-:rnan.

Article III - Membership and Voting Privil eges
•

1. f!.. ny person _in-.-~y:mpwt;hy ;wi ,th the purpose and methods of this
church, who shalJ. be approy~d :)-by, ·.t he Board of Trustees as of moral
seriousness and probity of character, ma y become a member of this church
by signing the Bond of Fellowshi _p. ..

2. The Bond -of Fellow.sh ip of thl,s ; ch~;h;: shall r _.e ad:: ,. .!'We
unite a s members of t h e _ First Unitarian Ch.ur.011· of. Niagar a Falls which is
a f e llowsh ip of men a nd women who are s e eking to serve the bes t and
highes t tha t they khow in an atmo s ph ere of freedom, fello ws h ip and truth."

J. The right to vote ~t -.-busi"ness meeting s of the c hurch s h all
be r eserved for members who h ave ' attained t h e age of e i ghte en years, or to
sta t ed a tt e ndants who a r e regul ar'.')f ontributors t o the mainten anc e of
worshi p and ha ve r e a ch ed maturf~_Y. . · ·
Article. IV - Off icer s

.,.. . :,

:: .·.

_· ··..

.

The Bo ar d of_ Trus tees shall c ons1 st of nine _me.moers of t his
church chose n for terms of thre e y e a rs. Thr .e e trus te·es s h_a ll be chos en
at each an nual mee ting . · The trus t ee:s sha ll annu a lly ch ose from their
number a Pre side nt, a nd Vice - pre side nt, a nd s hall also choose a Secreta ry
and a Treasurer, n e ither of whom n eed . be member s of t he Board of Trustees.
A trus tee who s e termis expiring shall not be elig i bl e to suc c eed himself.
The Boa rd o.f Trus t ee s $h all h a ve thef .,p ower ·io f .ill va cancies
occuri ng in i t s numbe-r, s uch a pp oi ntments to be :subj e ct to c onfirmation
by th e church a t i ts nex t r eg ul ar annua l meeting . All memb ers of the
Board of Trus t e e s must r eside with in t wen t y _m iles of Ni agar a Falls, New
York .
Articl e V - Mee ting s
The _,_'\.nnu
.
a l ·Mee t ing of t he . Church _s hall _be held in April not
late r t h an the f if t eenth day t here of, t he exact d a t e t o b e fixe d by the

. .

\,

•··

.

..

\
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Board of Trustees. The purpose of this meeting shall be the election of
officers and the transactio n of other business. Special meetings may be
called at the order of the President or the Board of Trustees for such
purposes as may be specified in the call for the meeting. Ten day3' _______ . ._. , .
notice shall be given of the date of the Annual or Special ,Meetings.
Article VI -

Ane~d.ments and By-laws

Amendments to this Constitut ion may be made at any legal
meeting of the Church provided the proposed amendment shall have been
fully ''S:e.t ; f -orth in the call for such meeting, a two-third s vote of the
memb·En:•s ·:present bei_n g necessary to the adoption of such amendment .
· 1 ,''
,

'

By-laws not cfonflictin g ·vvith the provision s of the Constituti 'on : -.\
or with the State Laws may be added or changed at any meeting of :tgeChurch by a majority vote by those present.
.

BY-LAWS
.

l. ·:· ·.·THE PRESIDSNT: It shall be -the duty of . the Pr~sident to·presid e
at all meetings of the Church and of the Board of-· Trus.t ·e es •. . ·
· ·

2. THE SECRETARY: It shall be the duty of the Secre·t ary to keep
record' of all meetings. of._ th_e Church and of the Board of. Trw~tees, . to
keep a correct roll of its me:mbers, -·to hold in cus -:t9dy all pap'~ rS' and
documents belonging to the Church and to perform such o_ther duties as -·
may naturally devolve upon his office.

.. ·.. ·. j_ . . -·:,;-

J. , THE ,TREASURER: It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to hold
in custody all funds of the Church, . t0 keep an accou.n·i.~ of all _~$,Ceip~s
and exp·endi.tures , to pay such bills as may be approved bY the ·Board of _
Trustees, and to render at the annual meeting and at such other meetings
as may be required, a financial statement of the Church.
·

;- -;. '"' .
4 • . · THE ... TRUSTEES: The Board of Trustees shall have ·general-· <:'rl'fal!ge>of
all bus:iness affairs of the_ Church and the control of its adrrlinistr ation,
but no contract invol v:ing · any expenditu re of money_ ex9~eding .five
, . .
hundred ·dollars ($500 .00-) · shall be made without a vot_e of the Chur_ch~ -_· ·
The : Board of Trustees shall meet monthly on a dayt_o be chosen by the ' ·'_.
Board. Special meetings may be called by the ,.Pr.e sident. At any meeting
of the Board of Trustees, five members shall constitute a quorum.
·
.

_:-.

..

:;

·-

: ·:

: ·;

:' •"\

5; " THE MINISTER: The Minister of ':the Church shall be chosen and
his salary determine d by vote of the Church at a regiJlar called meetj,.ng;
and a vote of the Church shall be necessary for his dismissal . _ _ _ . ' _- : · ·

6. THE CHURCH ACTIVITIE.S: "The Board of Trustees shall determine··
what divisions shall exist for the current year.
The President shall appoint conveners for the various di vision$_, not
necessari ly exclusive ly from the Board of Trustees.
Each convenor shall organize his division with whatever members are
required to perform its task, and di vid:e it into .such com.mi ttees as . may
be advisable .
.
·
'
Due considera tion shall be given to represent ation from all o.r ganizatio ns
and from the membershi p at large.
Upon being organized , the division shall elect a chairman who shall be
responsib le for seeing that the activitie s of the .divisian .are carried
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out, and that the Board o.f Trustees and members hip _are kept informed of
its activiti es and accompl ishments . ·This may be accompl ished by
appointi ng a Board member to each division , in ca:: - e :.-1 where the conveno r
was ·not a Board member; Board !:\embers shall serve as reporte rs to the
Board for their respecti ve Divisio ns. .
·
Reorgan iz,ation of Di visions s hall take place as soon a::'ter the
election of a Church Preside nt as possible ; however , all Division s shall
remain active until re-org~n ize-d~
The Board of Trustees shall have supervis ion of the over-al l function s
and services of the church; and be respons ible for the coordin ation of the
Division s. It shall continue to recogniz e that the over-al l function s of
the church shall include the followin g activiti es: Churchm anship; Church
Extensio n; Finance ; Building and Grounds mainten ance; Educatio n; Service ;
Social Action, but the Board may reorgan ize the structu re by which these
activiti es are assigned to division s, accordin g to the needs of particu lar
times involved .

7. THE CHURCH COUNCIL: The Church Preside nt . the l\tiniste r, the
Superin tendent of the Church School, the Preside nts of all Church
organiz ations, and the Chairman of each Division , shall constitu te the
Church Council. Its first yearly meeting shall be held in :May or June.
The Church Council shall consider the general welfare of the Church and
make such recomme ndations ~o the Board of Trustees or to a Division as
shall seem~on ducive to the general good. The PresiQe nt shall call and
preside at all Church. .C ouncil meeting s.
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